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Location of the Marriot
Lakeway Hotel in
Metairie, LA.
3838 Causeway Blvd.
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nheller@rcgoodwin.com for updatesl

Friday, Feb. 8, 5 pm-8 pm - Registration and greetings to arriving members.

Saturday, Feb. 9, 8:45am - Greetings and Introduction

9-12 am - Presentations

1- 4 pm - Presentations

5-6 pm -LAS general meeting

6:30-8 pm - LAS Banquet

8 pm - Keynote Address-Dr. Gould

Sunday, Feb. 10, 8:30 Assembly @ Hotel for Tour
9 am - 12 pm New Orleans/Katrina bus tour




L % - %

! > & [ !

| % % F 2 F% A %

i % #4) % %C'H %" () H)#
'S % L %

T % 0 GO5 1%

N % ! @ <= %

; %

iPre-registration is encouraged for the conference and required for the banquet. Pre-registration fees must
'be received no later than January 25, 2008.
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SULPHUR -- Donita Lane Gray Burton, 59, passed away Saturday,
September 8, 2007 in the Sulphur hospital. I

Donita was a member of DAR (Daughter’s of the American Revolution)

where she served as the Good Citizenship Chairperson for fifteen # #
years. She was actively involved in the Artists Civic Theatre Group $
where she participated in plays, costume and stage design as well as

make up. Donita was instrumental in the coordination of the Acadia

Parish After School Acting Classes. In addition to being involved in

many community and civic organizations she was an Archaeologist for

eight years serving as the past secretary for the Louisiana State

Archaeological Society. Donita enjoyed photography, gardening and

shopping but most of all, she cherished her time with family especially

her grandchildren.

Her loving family includes her husband of forty years, Tom Burton;
daughter Kayla Gibson and her husband Bo; son, Jeremy Burton and
his wife Mary Ellen; grandchildren, Jack, Joseph and Judson Gibson,
Cullen, Timothy, Daniel, Lane and Julianna Burton; father, Clark Gray,
Sr. and step mother Gloria Gray; sister, Cathy Gray Richard; brothers,
Clark Gray, Jr. and Earl Gray. Her mother Thelma Jeffers Gray
preceded her in death.

Tuesday.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 1:30 pm, Tuesday, September 11, 2007 from Our Lady Prompt Succor Catholic
Church of Sulphur under direction of Johnson Funeral Home of Lake Charles. Celebrants will be The Monsignor Charles
Dubois and Father Ernie Courville. Burial will be in Mimosa Pines Cemetery in Carlyss. Visitation will be in the funeral
home Monday from 5 until 9 pm with a 7 pm scriptural rosary service led by Deacon Jack Reynolds and from 9 am until
12:30 pm on Tuesday. Pallbearers will be her grandsons with assistance from her son, son-in-law, nephews and brothers -
in-law.

The family wishes to express a heartfelt thank you to Dr. Grimball and Dr. Gonzales for their faithful and attentive care to
Donita as well as to West Calcasieu Cameron Hospital's ICU Team, Emergency Room Staff and Ambulance / EMT Crews
for their compassion and dedicated service. Memorials may be made in Donita’s memory to the Ronald McDonald House
Houston, ATTN: Vickki Keane, 1907 Holcombe Blvd. Houston, Texas, TX 77030 (713)795-3500, of which she was an avid
supporter for many years.
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Letter from Louisiana: Mound Safari
by Andrei Codrescu

Taking a prehistoric road trip through the Bayou State

My wife Laura is a native Louisianan who spent a
good deal of her childhood searching for Indian mounds.
Directly across the Mississippi River from her home in
West Baton Rouge Parish, there are two round-topped
Native American earthworks on the campus of Louisiana
State University. | have passed them hundreds of times
walking to my office in the English Department, wondering
what ritual purposes they might have served. Of course,
students have their own ritual use for them. Day and night,
they are favorite places for making out. (In my own youth,
in Romania, we found the same use for Roman ruins.)

Native American mounds are the state's most vivid
connection to its ancient past. There are nearly 700 mound
sites in Louisiana, with an especially dense cluster of them
in the northeastern part of the state, near the Mississippi
River. "We've got the full range here, from 5,000 years ago
up to the proto-historic period [ca. A.D. 1540]," says
archaeologist Joe Saunders of the University of Louisiana
at Monroe. Saunders and his colleague Reca Jones were
instrumental in creating the Ancient Mounds Trail, a driving
route intended to link privately owned mounds that can be
seen from the road and are identified by historical markers.
The trail also features larger state-owned mounds,
including Louisiana's preeminent site, Poverty Point.
Jones's recent discovery of the Archaic mound site of
Watson Brake--dating to 3500 b.c. and far older than any
other known mound in the country--inspired the creation of
the trail, which is now two years old and includes 41
mounds. "There's no place in the country that has the
same number of mounds that date to so many different
periods,"” says Saunders. "Northeastern Louisiana is really
unique."
Andrei Codrescu - poet & professor of English at LSU at
Baton Rouge. His latest book is New Orleans, Mon Amour:
20 Years of Writing from the City
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Recent Investigations at the Bayou Sorrel Mound [¥8),
Rob Mann, Southeast Regional Archaeologist, Museuim o
Natural Science, Louisiana State Universit

Baton Rouge, LA 708C

On November 29, 2006 Dr. Chip McGimsey, Jim
Delahoussaye and | went to the Bayou Sorrel Mouted s
(161V4) in order to follow up on a previous insgeatof the
site. During this visit we used the Giddings Soring Rig to
systematically pull three soil cores; one fromflaek of
Mound A and two from just off the southwest flarfkvbound
A. | returned with Lucinda Freeman in January 2@0imap
Mound A and shoot in the location of the cores.

The site is located near the town of Bayou Sanrel
Iberville Parish. More specifically, it is located the left
descending bank of the Atchafalaya Basin Protedteree
borrow canal at its juncture with Bayou Sorrel. dedined by
Gibson (1980), the site consists of two moundsossibly ar
associated midden (Figure 1). Mound A is a comwalind
with a basal diameter of approximately 35 metei$(ft.) and
is 3.44 meters (11.3 ft.) high (Jones and Shum&7:72). A
historic period cemetery is located on the suminibe Mounc
A. Mound B, reported by Gibson (1980:360) to beadly
mutilated pyramidal truncate, measuring about 7lmgits
north-south axis, 60m east west, and averages eert&@ and
4.0m high,” is likely a post-1933 dredged spoiepiee Jones
and Shuman 1987:70). Researchers with the Corps of
Engineers have determined that the site, as ciyrdetined,
would originally have been bisected by Bayou Somith
Mound A on the south bank and Mound B on the nbaitk
(Jon Gibson Papers). As Figure 2 shows the siéals® been
impacted by a ca. 1933-34 borrow canal that hasditied in
with sediment. Currently, the site is situatedissn the
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee and Floodwadl e
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee borrow canabukt A
has likely been disturbed by the construction efgiotection
levee and floodwall.

The Bayou Sorrel Mound site has a long and storied

history in the annals of Louisiana archaeologyonBéring
archaeologist C.B. Moore (1913) first reportedglte and
conducted excavations in what he called a rectangugtform
on the northern side of Mound A in 1912-1913, aimgjdhe
historic cemetery on the summit. It is significémteport that
Moore did not report seeing a second mound atitee s
Moore’s excavations indicate that Mound A was cartded o
secondarily deposited midden soils, which contajmettery,
faunal bone and shell, bone and stone tools aeé thaked
clay objects (PPOs?). Moore also found human Isuria
scattered throughout the mound fill. Moore recedea total
of 268 human crania, representing two infants, ¢iwidren
and 261 adults. These were later studied by palysic
anthropologist Ales Hrdlicka (1913).

Subsequent research at the Bayou Sorrel Mound site

was undertaken by Kniffen in ca. 1938, MclintirelBb4,
Percy in 1968 as part of Neuman’s Atchafalaya Basin

Survey, Weinstein and Burden in 1975, Gibson in
1979, Manning et al. in 1987, and Jones and Shuman
in 1987. Analyses of the Archaeological Bayou &k
Mound site also appear in Phillips (1970) and
Weinstein and Rivet (1978). These investigatioes ar
summarizedn Gibson (1980), Jones and Shuman
(1987), and Weinstein et al. (2003:132-133).

Despite research over the course of nearly a
century very little is actually known about the age
chronology, extent and cultural affiliations of the
archaeological features and deposits at the Bayou
Sorrel Mound site. Phillips (1970), for example,
attempted to work out the culture history of the si
using the ceramic data collected from the site by
Kniffen and Mclintire, as well as Moore’s findings.
Phillips proposed that the site contained companent
from the Poverty Point period (Rabbit Island phase)
Tchula period (Lafayette phase), Coles Creek period
(Bayou Cutler phase), and Mississippi period (Mador
phase). Gibson (1980:364-365), however, noted that
Phillips’s “characterization of Bayou Sorrel prebiy
is untenable,” arguing that the baked clay objects
described by Moore could be later than Poverty tPoin
(e.g., Tchefuncte) and that Phillips ignored evigen
from Mclintire that indicated a Baytown/Troyville
period (Whitehall phase) component.

Gibson (1980:359-374) conducted the most
extensive study since Moore’s early work at the sit
but he was unable to precisely determine the “age,
span, of mound construction” at the site. In dddito
several auger holes and STPs, Gibson also excaa
small test unit (60cm by 60 cm square) into the
southern toe of Mound A. Here Gibson encountered
basket-loaded mound fill overlying stratified midde
deposits. Unfortunately, no diagnostic artifactsev
recovered from the sub-mound midden deposits and
although he reports that three radiocarbon samples
were recovered from these contexts, there is no
discussion of radiocarbon dates in Gibson’s (1980)
report. Based on his and earlier findings (esjligcia
Moore’s), Gibson suggests that the sherds of Larto
Red and Pontchartrain Check Stamped recovered by
Moore indicate that Mound A (or at least the
“platform” that Moore partially excavated) was lolil
after the Late Baytown/Troyville or Early Coles Eke
Period. Information compiled by Corps of Engineers
researchers indicate that Gim's study was hamper
by the fact that he was unaware of the filled €23t
1934 borrow canal that cut across the site anteof t
exact location of the pre-1933 channel of Bayou
Sorrel. AsFigure 2 shows, several of Gibson’s auger
holes and shovel test units were in these prewousl
disturbed areas. Still, Gibson (1980:580) conafude
thatthe site is potentially significant and “surely kan
as one of the most important archaeological sitéle
Atchafalaya Basin.”
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Figure 1. Bayou Sorrel Mound (161V4) site map
(adapted from Gibson 1980:361, Figure 9.1).

The 2006 coring project was designed to further our
understanding of the chronology and constructigiohny
of the site, particularly as it pertains to Mound Bhere
were, however, some constraints to our effortote,c
both on Mound A and off the mound. As mentioned
above, there is a historic period cemetery ondpeand
sides of Mound A. While many of the graves haviuetx
markers, there are undoubtedly unmarked gravekeon t
mound as well. To avoid the possibility of damagihe
known cemetery, we chose to stay on the lower fanik
Mound A. We also wanted to avoid the problem that
plagued Gibson'’s earlier testing at the site. Thawe
wanted to be sure that our cores did not fall eritbw
filled ca. 1933-1934 borrow canal. Our goal fog tloring
project was to inspect the construction historiviolund
A, to determine if there was a sub-mound midden or
middens, and to check for midden deposits off theimad.

Figure 2. Map of Bayou Sorrel Mound (161V4) showig
location of pre-1933 channel of Bayou Sorrel and ¢c4933-
34 borrow canal channel (Jon Gibson Papers, adapted
from Gibson 1980:361, Figure 9.1).

We also hoped to extract materials from the cores
suitable for radiocarbon dating. Core 1 was pulteth
the southwest flank of Mound A (Figure 3). Core 1
shows clear evidence of basket loading and itrigéu
clear that many of the basket-loads consisted of
borrowed midden deposits. Between 2.01 m and .08
below surface (b.s.) the core hit what may be giaat
post or pit feature, possibly indicating structuaesl/or
activities on the mound. At 2.73 m b.s. we enceret
what appears to e base of the mound. Below that
(2.73-2.81 m b.s.) there appears to be an intdet su
mound midden. This unit was removed from the core
and submitted to Beta Analytic, Inc. for a radidmar
assay The sample returned a date with a 2-sigma range
of BP 1540 to 1360 (AD 410 to 590), providing a
potentialterminus post quertate for the construction of
Mound A. This indicates that the most recen-mounc



occupation at the site occurred during the Baytdwoyville References
Period (AD 400-700). This corresponds with Gibsoi'980)

assessment of the site. Of course, Mound A coane: Ibeen Gllgggn' JArchaeobgy and Ethnology on the Edges of the
built much later than that, even as late as the Atchafalaya Basin, South Central Louisiana: Avall
Plaguemine/Mississippi period (AD 120G00). Cores 2A ar St. Landry, Iberia, St. Martin, St, Mary and Ibdiei
2B were taken just off of the southwest flank ofuid A Parish, Louisiana Report on file at the Division of
(Figure 3). Core 2A was halted when we discovéhetthe .. AAr.Chaeomgy’ Baton Rouge.

coring rig was slightly off-center and was havinfjiculty 1913 A Report on a Collection of Crania and BomesfSorrel
keeping a vertical trajectory. We reset the rid polled Core Bayou,

2B. Core 2B definitively shows that there is a daid or Iber_vi_lle, Parish, Louisiana. I8ome Aboriginal Sites in
middens associated with Mound A, though the natéithat Louisiana and Arkansasy C. B. Moore. Academy of

. - | In f C 2B Isri i Natural Sciences of Philadelphia 16(1):95-99.
associaon remains unclear. In fact, Core revealsres®! j5nes D. and M. Shuman

midden deposits separated by sterile flood depoblisden 1987 Archaeological Atlas and Report of Prehistoric laui

deposits are marked by charcoal inclusions andl $oaé Mounds in Louisiana, Vol..2Museum of Geoscience,
fragments. No artifacts were seen or recovered froynof Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge. Reportilerat
cores pulled on the site. vore tréeBD|V|S|on of Archaeology, Baton Rouge.

Both Mound A and the off-mound midden deposits 0i913  Some Aboriginal Sites in Louisiana and Arkansa
the Bayou Sorrel Mound site (161V4) are significanltural Academy of Natural
resources that are eligible for inclusion in theidl@al Registe Sciences of Philadelphi6(1):7-99.

of Historic Places. Efforts are underway to puraidational Phillips, P.

. - . - . 1970 Archaeological Survey in the Lower Yazoo Basin,
Register Nomination for the site. Much of thisceffis being Mississipp?1945-195g

spearheaded by the local preservation communityicpkarly Papers of the Peabody Museum, Harvard University, V
Sue Herbert, who recognizes the significance etdike the 60.

Bayou Sorrel Mound site for promoting the histongla Weinstein, R.A., D.B. Kelley, and J.W. Saunders
heritage of Iberville Parish and the AtchafalayaiBa 2003 Introduction: Clarence B. Moore's Research in

Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas, 1908-1909, 115113,
In The Louisiana and Arkansas Expeditions of Clarence
Bloomfield Mooreedited by R.A. Weinstein, D.B.
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Charles Allen provided a list of plants known togresent

02 %; & $ today in Avoyelles Parish (Thomas and Allen 1996),
denoting those with cordate-based leaves (Tabte2d7,
What is that plant on the Marksville pots? including two plants suggested by Gayle Fritz, pale
Chip McGimsey, SW Regional Archaeologist, ULL ethnobotanist at Washington University). Thatwsis
Charles Allen, Colorado State University, Fort Polkeesville checked against a publicly available database
Dennis Bell, Dept of Biology, ULN (http://herb.umd.umich.eduhat lists all known uses of
Kitty Roberts, Louis Berger Inc., Richmond, \ plants by historic period American Indian commuesti

(see Moerman 1998 and references cited thereinjs T

Two vessels found in Mound 4 at the Marksville site correlation yielded a list of 17 plants known tovédeen
(16AV1) appear to have images of a plant drawrheir uppe used in one way or another by historic Americandnsl.
bodies (Figures 1 and 2). A rollout of the compléésign on  Of those 17, seven have uses that could be cosesider

one of the vessels can be found in Setzler 1933€i8. ritual or ceremonial (underlined in Table 1). Voimit
Following an Archaeology Week talk at the Museum of (emetic) was included as a possible ritual/cerealarse
Natural History at ULM, Dennis Bell expressed ietgrin because purification of the body is often an imgpuairt
trying to identify the plant. An initial search thfe plant element of ritual preparation. These seven plaete
literature suggested one intriguing possibility dedito then checked against the U.S. Department of Adticell
numerous emails between the four authors as wei@diisleas plant databasenttp://plants.usdato ascertain their known
through the available literature. In the end, \aeehbeen ranges, leaf shapes and seed shapes. A brief syrofna
unable to develop meaningful criteria by which viagious the evidence for each plant follows.

possible plants can be evaluated and we are ndociaile Cercis canadensigastern redbud) — it is widely
suggesting a specific plant. However, this exgilorehas distributed throughout the southeastern U.S. €heds
yielded some interesting results that we thoughild/be of look fairly similar to that shown on the plant pasid the
interest to the archaeological community. seeds are also a good match with what we assunseede

Inspection of the images on the two pots provides t images on the pots. It's only relevant use is réed
clues to the plant’s possible identity: an appaheart-shaped among the Delaware and related Algonkian Indiansre/h
leaf (a cordate-based leaf in botanical terms)veimat may be an infusion of bark was used as a cold drink fanitimg
teardrop shaped seeds (Figure 1 and 2). Using tha@sclues, (Moerman 1998).
the following story can be told.

- #"9,1
Figure 1. Vessel from Mound 4 at Figure 2. Vessel from Mound 4 at
Marksville; Smithsonian Cat. No. Marksville; Smithsonian Cat. No.
331689. Photograph by Don 331697.Photograph by Don Hurlberd
Hurlberd and Mehgan Murphy, and Mehgan Murphy, Smithsonian

Smithsonian Institution. Institution.



Morus rubra(red mulberry) -t is widely distributec
throughout the southeastern U.S. The leaves anewsbat
similar to the pot image and the seeds are a vy ghatch
for the pot images. The roots were used as ani@hbethe
Creek (Moerman 1998), and an infusion of bark esed
purgative by the Cherokee (Hamel and Chiltoskey6197
Sagittaria latifolia(broadleaf arrowhead) — it is widely
distributed throughout the southeastern U.S. €heds are
deeply bilobed at the base and don'’t look at el What are
on the pot. Similarly, the seeds have a very diffeshape.
The one reference to its use as a love charm and fo
witchcraft comes from people of British Columbia
(Moerman 1998), although it could have other uses f
people in the southeast.

Saururus cernuufLizard’s tail) — it is widely
distributed throughout the southeastern U.S.elsés are
very similar to those on the pots, but the seeddems
similar. The Seminole used it as an emetic durgtigious
ceremonies (Moerman 1998).

Vitis rotundifolia(Munson’s grape) — the USDA
database has it mapped only in Georgia, Florida and
Alabama. Its leaves are strongly and deeply s=trahd are
very unlike the images on the vessels. It was asagh
emetic during religious ceremonies by the Semirnibleas
also added to food after a recent death (Moermag)19

Asarum canadenggvild ginger) — it is present
throughout the southeastern U.S. but in Louisidriegs only
been reported from West Feliciana parish (Thomasfdien
1996). The leaves are appropriately shaped, angdéds
are tear-drop in shape and very similar to therpages. It
was used for a wide diversity of ailments (Moerri868),
but among the Iroquois (Herrick 1977), a tea mddeild
ginger prevents bad dreams caused by the deads tmbe
drunk when you are not fit to visit a sick perssmch as afte
a funeral or during menses. Moerman (1998:10%) @tes
Herrick for the use of wild ginger to detect or {@ai people

to be touched by children. If you touch it andkstr
someone, you will kill them”.

Of related interest is that the Aztec of central
Mexico used the seeds of a related spetiesnoea
violacea,to induce delirium during which visions and
hallucinations appeared (Lewis and Elvin-Lewis
1977:416). The effects are similar to those ofopeynd
are derived from an LSD-like chemical (Marderosian
1967). Marderosian tested six other specidpanoea
and found none had hallucinatory chemicals bustidy
did not test. pandurata Based upon it's presence in
archaeological assemblages from Mississippian gerio
(AD 900-1500) sites in Alabama, Tennessee andliin
Williams (2000:208-213, 274) identifiéqgomoeaas
having a primarily ritual/medicinal use.

This review of the physical characteristics and
known uses of these seven plants suggests several
conclusions. Two plantSagittariaandVitis) can be
eliminated from consideration as the plant on the
Marksville pots based upon their dissimilar shaleestes
and/or seeds. The remaining five plants are all
possibilities, although they can be segregatedtmto
groups. The first group contains the three pltrdas
appear to us to be the most likely correlates;dhisip
includesCercis, MorusandAsarum Each of these plants
has nicely heart-shaped leaves with seeds thatjoib
similar to the poimages. Two of these plants are trees
(CercisandMorus), while Asarumis a perennial herb —
depending on how the image is interpreted, eittaartp
form can be seen on the vessels. Of these thaetspl
Asarun has most interesting known uses and its
association with magic and the dead would be reletea
its portrayal on a pot in Mound 4.

The final two plantsSaururusandipomoea seem
to be less likely correlates, largely because theds
appear rather different from the pot images, algmotneir

from witchcraft,but this specific use is not found in Herrickleaves have the appropriate shape. Howevioifioea

(1977:308-311).

Ipomoea panduratéwild manroot) - Timme
(1989:124-127) and Brown (1972:147-149) illustrsggeral
members ofpomoeaandJacquemontiavithin the
Convolvulaceae that have bilobed, somewhat heagesh
leaves. Many species ifomoeawere used by various
American Indian tribes across the Americas (Moerman
1998), butl. panduratais the only one thought to be native
to central Louisiana. Brown (1972:147) notes thest
“widely distributed, usually on upland soils”, whiDormon
(1934:96) indicates it occurs in dry, sandy soiwever,
some, but not all of the USDA drawings of the saadi&ate
they have distinctive hairy “feathers” along bothrgins;

pandurat: could be shown to have hallucinogenic
properties, it would have enormous potential atually
valuable plant. It is interesting to speculatd tha plant
on the pot was the means by which the shaman
transformed into the bird on the same pot and ftethe
Upper World or Under World on the vision quest and
speak with the spirits and ancestors.

these seedarieties are very unlike the images on the pbts.

panduraté has a long list of known uses by historic
American Indian communities across the southeaste3n
(Moerman 1998; Table 1). For the Iroquokserrick
(1977:419) notes the plant “Hasuch magical potency. N
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Notes on Current Research in NE Louisia
By Dr. Joe Saunders, NE Regional Archaeologist, Ul

Dr. Hargrave et al conducted thirty plus cores/pgoa
Poverty Point as part of the on-going researche gurpose of
the coring was to collect magnetic susceptibilityadand to
experiment with using a Giddings coring rig to hielke
borehole susceptibility readings on the site. @&kgeriment
worked and it will be possible to take direct magme
susceptibility readings from boreholes of 5-6 nad@pth.

Four magnetic susceptibility cores were colledtech a
possible embankment at Hedgepeth (16L17). The kmmp
have been submitted to Dr. Rinita Dalan for analysi

Two sites were cored as work on documenting a
proposed hiatus in mound building between ca. BO@&nd
1700 BC. The fist site was Hays Mound (16FR188)s a
single conical mound from which Poverty Point sigtafacts
have been recovered, including the pendant in Bigur
Pedogenesis in the mound fill supports the antycpfithe
mound. A core was pulled from the top of the mqumell
into the Macgon Ridge subsoil. A possible burietigkizon
was encountered at 25-26 cmbs. It appears toebledttom of
a disturbance (pot hole?) in the mound. The sulmthcurface
(3ADb) occurs at 224-264 cmbs. Flecks of charcaahfthe
3Ab horizon have been submitted for AMS dating.

The Bush Mounds (16FR163) was the second
mound group cored. The site has seven mounds that
form a complete oval ca. 180 m in diameter. Lihite
testing of the site in 2000 documented an Archaic
occupation beneath Mound A. However, the fieldwork
indicated that the Mounds B and C are early Woalllan
in age. Previously inaccessible Mounds E, F, and G
were cored this year and each appears to datatlye e
Woodland period. The buried Archaic component was
detected under Mounds G and E.

Figure 1 Poverty Point pendant found eroding fron
Hays Mound. Found by site owner Mr. Z. Hays



Poverty Point Update Ms. Melissa Mariano, an artifact conservator

By Diana M. Greenlee currently based in Boston, volunteered to asseds an
Station Archaeology Program conserve copper objects (Figure 3) stored in thifaer
Poverty Point State Historic Site curation facility at Poverty Point. She spent hetiree

weeks documenting, assessing, cleaning and coifggar

In October 2007, Drs. Michael Hargrave (ERDC stable storage environment for about half of oyopss. We
CERL) and Berle Clay (Cultural Resource Analysts,)]  hope to bring her back to finish conserving thepaspn the
returned to Poverty Point State Historic Site, eaieg the curation facility and to assist with the museumcapens
coverage of their surface geophysical researcheto t currently on display.
northern sector of the site. This latest effovbined a Mr. John Guy, Mr. Dick Rockhold and Ms. Barbara
magnetic field gradient survey (Figure 1) of Riddesnd 2 Nolde from the West Louisiana Archaeology Club @\eke
north and southward into the adjacent plaza. im&tion  chapter of the LAS) assisted in August with screglirt
about the subsurface structure of the ridge depisthe  and organizing collections in the curation facifibAS
survey area was acquired; unfortunately, the magnet Newslette 35(2):4). Any groups or individuals interested in
properties of the prehistoric deposits were obgturesome volunteering at the site are invited to contactiaigsreenlee
places by historic activities. (greenlee@ulm.edaor 318-926-3314) to make arrangements.

Coincident with the work of Drs. Hargrave and C
Dr. Rinita Dalan and two undergraduate students,Jdss

Begrd a_nd Ms. Alissa Blaha (all from _Minnesota Stat Elgrugr;aa&é mlil;% dual
University Moorhead), conducted coring and dowrehol fluxgate gradiometers
magnetic susceptibility studies at the site (Fig2te They to collect magnetic field
sought to better understand the cultural deposiis a gradient data in the
underlying natural soils in two areas identifiecpievious plaza south of Ridge 1
geophysical studies as being areas of interesty Th North.

examined a transect crossing Ridges 1 and 2 iwéiséern
sector of the site and an area with several circukgnetic
anomalies in the southwestern part of the plazseirTesult
will add both a vertical dimension to and infornoatiabout
the source of the geophysical signatures documdaytéus.
Hargrave and Clay. Dr. Joe Saunders assistedhégth
coring operation

The process to get Poverty Point State Historie Sit

on the US World Heritage Tentative Li&tAS Newsletter Figure 2. Collecting
35(1):12 and 35(2): 21) continues. Two differegercies, downhole magnetit
the Office of International Affairs of the NatiorRark suscepibility data.
Service and the US National Commission for UNESCO, Jess Beard |
have reviewed all of the applications and both have operating the probe

and Alissa Blaha i

recommended that Poverty Point be placed on the Tise .
using the laptop

final decision regarding Poverty Point’s inclusimmthe US while Mike Hargrave
World Heritage Tentative List will be made by thec&tary observes. Photo b
of the Interior sometime prior to the List's subsi@ to the Rinita Dalan.
UNESCO World Heritage Centre by 1 February 2008.

Efforts are ongoing to document past habitat types
and possible anthropogenic alterations of the \atiyet

landscape in the Poverty Point area. Ms. JenSidizer Figure 3. Coppgr bead
(Mississippi State University) is describing charveood (8.2 mm outer diameter)
assemblages recovered from a variety of archaealbgi after cleaning. Photo by

contexts at the site in terms of their taxonomimposition Melissa Mariano.

and other dendrological attributes. These datkbeil
integrated with previous charred wood analysescdinelr
sources of environmental information (includinge®from
land surveys conducted 1840-1848, pollen recordssaits
maps) to produce a vegetative history for the area.
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Louisiana Archaeological and Antiquities Commission
Meeting- September 11, 2007

The Louisiana Archaeological Survey and Antiquities
Commission met in regular session on Tuesday, Sdyae
11, 2007, at 1:30 p.m. in the Capitol Annex Buitgia051
North Third Street, Conference Room 238A, Batondo
Louisiana.

Members Present: Dr. Heather McKillop, Mr. Grego!
DuCote, Mr. Marc Dupuy, Jr., Mr. James Fogleman,

Chip McGimsey, Dr. George Riser

Members Absent:Ms. Paige Ashby, Ms. Pam Breaux, Dr.

Mark Rees, and LTC Michael Tarpley

Others Present:Ms. Jill Andrew, Ms. Jessica Dixon, Dr.
Diana Greenlee, Ms. Nancy Hawkins,

Mr. Dennis Jones, Ms. Meta Pike, Ms. Karen Richamds
Mr. Duke Rivet, Mr. Ryan Seidemann,

Ms. Rachel Watson, Ms. Cheraki Williams

Welcome & Introductions

Dr. Heather McKillop called the meeting to orded &80
p.m. Ms. Paige Ashby, Ms. Pam Breaux, Dr. MarkdRee

and LTC Michael Tarpley were unable to attend tleetimg

The first order of business was the approval oinieutes
from the Commission Meeting held June 12, 2007. Dr

Heather McKillop requested a correction be madbenfirst
motion under New Business from “A motion was mage b
Mr. Marc Dupuy and seconded by Dr. Heather McKilltp
formally recognize Dr. McGimsey as an adjunct psete at

LSU.” to “A motion was made by Mr. Marc Dupuy and

seconded by Dr. Heather McKillop to formally recagmthe

nomination of Dr. McGimsey as an adjunct profesdor
LSU.”

MOTION: A motion was made by Mr. Marc Dupuy and

seconded by Dr. George Riser, to accept the mirnitéw
June 12, 2007, Antiquities Commission Meeting agtewr
including the above correction. The motion carried
unanimously.

Old Business

Introduction of New Staff in the Division of Archalegy

Dr. Chip McGimsey introduced Ms. Meta Pike who viid
working with Ms. Nancy Hawkins with the Outreach

Program, Mr. Dennis Jones who be working with Mr.
Duke Rivet with Section 106 reports, and Ms. Jitidkew
who will be working with Ms. Rachel Watson and Ms.
Cheraki Williams with the site files and the siile f
database.

Update on Filling the Greater New Orleans Regional
Archaeologist Position

Ms. Nancy Hawkins reported to the Commission that t
Division of Archaeology has been interested in tingethe
Greater New Orleans Regional Archaeologist position
since 1989. The Southeast Regional Archaeologist
Program has overseen the Greater New Orleans area;
however, the extensive archaeology of the regiahtha
damaging effects of Hurricane Katrina to the area
emphasize the need for a full-time on-site archagst.
Federal hurricane recovery funds are availablemo sucl
a position through December 2008. A grant agreéimas
been drawn up with the University of New Orleand #re
position has been announced. Applications have bee
received and the review process will begin shortly

Update on the Poverty Point World Heritage Sitetdive
List

Dr. Greenlee stated that in March 2007, she subdhéh
application for Poverty Point to be on the U.S. Wor
Heritage Site Tentative List. Thirty-six cultueahd
natural site applications were submitted from adbtlre
country. Dr. Greenlee was contacted in May 200thby
Office of International Affairs for the National fka
Service and was informed that her submission of the
Poverty Point Site had been recommended for thaft d
tentative list. Nineteen sites nationwide had besacted
Fifteen sites were cultural, and of those fiftdfere were
archaeological. The five sites are Poverty Pdiopewell
Pipestone, Serpent Mound, and Moundville. Nomameti
will be prepared for all nineteen sites. Those matons
will be submitted to the World Heritage List Subcuitiee
of the U.S. National Committee for UNESCO. The lis
will be forwarded to the Department of the Inte@od
then released for public comment. The U.S. Segreta
the Interior will make the final decision by Febry2008
and the new tentative list will be sent to the UNIES
World Heritage Centre. A maximum of two nominations
per year may be submitted for the next ten yeagg;hbeng
in February 2009. Dr. McKillop congratulated Dr.
Greenlee for her submission acceptance by the N&Y&\
Heritage Site Tentative List Committee.



LASAC minutes (continu)

Update on Harlin Bayou Bankline Stabilization Pdrati
Poverty Point

Ms. Rachel Watson reported on the permit that the
Commission had approved for John Peukert to perform
archaeological investigations for the bankline iitadiion
along certain portions of Harlin Bayou at Povertjr®. No
artifacts were found, which might indicate that lHaBayou
is the natural boundary for Poverty Point.

Section 106 Update

Mr. Dennis Jones updated the Commission on thewdgh
165 widening project adjacent to the Filhiol Mousit
(160U2) in Ouachita Parish. There are historickedr
burials on a portion of the site. Surveys UnlimiiResearch
Associates (SURA) found, during a data recoveryggitpa
total of nineteen unmarked historic burials thaho&e
sensing did not detect. The burials were excavated
October 2006 with the exception of three that Wwecated
outside of the right-of-way and were left in pladevery
effort was made to determine the identity of thaividuals,
but no one came forward with pertinent informatidrhe
LSU FACES Laboratory worked to determine the osguh
the people. Six individuals were men and ten wamen.
Eight of the individuals were children. Seven were
determined to be Caucasian. Analysis of the biuraiture
and the coffin hardware indicated that the bumalsurred
between 1900 and 1920. Analysis of the remaingtand
associated burial materials continued until theurialbon
August 2, 2007. The reburial took place at Rivdesi
Cemetery in Monroe, Louisiana. It was a commoriabfior
sixteen individuals. The ceremony was conducted by
Catholic priest from Monroe and attended by thoselved
with the data recovery project and staff from Seagencies
connected with the reburial process.

New Business

Update on Filling the Southwest Regional Archaeisliog
Position

Dr. McGimsey accepted eleven applications for the
Southwest Regional Archaeologist position that wasated
when he became the State Archaeologist. Threwmeof t
applicants were interviewed and an offer of emplegitrwas
made. Dr. McKillop emphasized the importance ef th
Regional Archaeologist Program that provides octrea
programs to the citizens of Louisiana and provides
significant research into the cultural heritagéhaf State.

Katrina Memorial Project

Mr. Ryan Seidemann with the Department of Jushdfe
Attorney General's Office and a representativehef $tate

Cemetery Board spoke to the commission regardiag th
New Orleans Katrina Memorial project. The propent
the nonprofit New Orleans Katrina Memorial Corparat
has selected is the Charity Memorial Hospital Cenyet1
(160R175) located on Canal Street, is State-owauedl,
has known archaeological significance. Law would
require a permit from the Commission before anykwor
could begin on the memorial. The Attorney General’s
Office and the Division of Archaeology have agréeat
the ground should be raised to prevent an advéiess &
the site and a letter was sent to the New Orleatsré
Memorial Corporation stating such. The specifigagior
the memorial is a known unmarked burial site atolvhi
University of New Orleans archaeologists have found
cultural materials present at extremely shalloveleyv In
additionto concerns of the committee to preserve the
State’s cultural resources, Dr. McKillop questiottiee
ethics of disturbing a known burial site. Dr. MoGiey
suggested that perhaps it would be appropriatthéor
commission to pass a resolution based on the eséden
available to date stating that the commission loaserns
about this project as it is currently being develbpThe
commission would hope that the parties would be
amenable to other alternatives rather than impacttaric
cemetery and would encourage all parties to wogkttoer
to find an alternative solution to this issue.

MOTION: A motion was made by Mr. Greg DuCote and
seconded by Dr. Heather McKillop, to pass a resotut
stating that the Louisiana Archaeological Surved an
Antiquities Commission has strong concerns abaa

New Orleans Katrina Memorial Project as it is curreyntl
being developed. The motion carried unanimausly

Dr. McKillop reasserted that the commission is in
complete agreement with the Division of Archaeolegy
the State Archaeologist in recommending that tlogept
be located elsewhere. If that is not possible, theficient
soil should be brought in to protect the site fradverse
effects before the memorial is built on top of it.

Louisiana Archaeology Week

Ms. Meta Pike addressed the commission about the
upcoming 2007Archaeology Week activities. Archagy
Week in Louisiana is scheduled for the first fuéek in
October. This year’s poster highlights the Staapit|
Complex dig overseen by Dr. Rob Mann. The schebule
events include discussions of prehistoric and hiskites,
underwater archaeology, shipwrecks, children’s os

at two different children’s museums, and sevebahly
events throughout the st¢



LASAC minutes (continue
Permit Request for Down-Hole Susceptibility Studies

Poverty Point

Ms. Rachel Watson spoke to the commission requgeatin
permit for Dr. Rinita Dalan from Minnesota Stateiv#nsity
to perform down-hole susceptibility studies of meigm
anomalies at Poverty Point. Dr. Dalan has worked
previously with Drs. Greenlee and Clay on soil gsial from
core samples taken from the plaza and Ridges 2 ardhe
purpose of the study is to distinguish betweerediit fill in
the core samples, highly organic fill verses bayels,
natural soil verses cultural fill, and to find theginal
ground beneath the site. The process involves dnahe
diameter core at the site of the anomaly. A sersslawerec
down the hole to record continuous readings of reagn
susceptibility to determine where in that profihe fargest
part of the signal is being generated. Her findingl be
presented in a published paper.

MOTION: A motion was made by Mr. Marc Dupuy and
seconded by Mr. James Fogleman, to issue a pesrbit.t
Rinita Dalan to perform dow-hole susceptibility studies at
Poverty Point. The motion carried unanimois

Annual Update Southwest Regional Program

Dr. McGimsey reported on three projects in whichwaes
involved over the past year. The first was at LAkacoco
in Vernon Parish. The Wildlife & Fisheries Depaeimh had
drained Lake Anacoco for the fourth time in Dr.
McGimsey's tenure as the SW Regional Archaeologjist.
had previously surveyed the entire 1250-acre lat®in.
His primary goal was to record precise GPS locatfon 207
known sites. Dr. McGimsey was able to revisit $#46s ant
identify 7 new sites. Dr. McGimsey brought a numbier
ceramic sherds from the lake bottom for the comimisto
examine. His second project involved the examimadif a
private collection from New Iberia (sites 161B63Jan
161B101) from which he was able to tabulate a Verge
collection from each of those sites. The collettontained
a large number of beads and points. A pipelineauas
through a portion of 16I1B101 several years agotaated by
a contract archaeology firm. Few artifacts werenfibat that
time. His third project was working with the CharBollich
collection that was donated to the State seveaisyago.
The collection is from approximately 85 to 86 siesated
across southern Louisiana. Dr. McGimsey has sldebn
working through this collection to identify the ifatts and
correlate them with known sites. He has an aduiid?
sites to revisit with Mr. Bollich to finish his wkwith this
collection.

Other Business

There being no further questions, comments, orrothe
business to bring before the commission, Dr. Mdill
entertained a motion to adjourn at 4:20 p.m

Executive Committee Meeting of the
Louisiana Archaeological Society at

Kisatchie National ForestSupervisors Office
Pineville, Louisiana, Saturday, August 4, 2007

Attendees:

Rachel WatsorSecretary Junior DoughtyWeb Site
Editor, Chip McGimseyBulletin Editor,

Reca B. Joned\ortheast Chapter representative
Jameel DamloujiNorthwest chapter representative
Scott Wehner, Ann Wehner, Velicia Bergstrom,
George RiserYice President/President Elect

Roy Bergstrom, Josetta LeBoelifeasurer

The meeting was called to order at 12:09 p.m. by VP
George Riser.

Minutes: George Riser made a motion, seconded by
Velicia Bergstrom to accept the Executive Board
Meeting minutes from May 19, 2006. The motion pd
unanimously

Officer Reports

President: Ellen Ibert was not able to attend. On her
behalf, Velicia Bergstrom reported that an inveyimir
the VHS tapes of the past speakers had been cauplet

Vice President: George Riser discussed the origination
of the annual meeting. The meeting dates have $&ten
for February 8 — 10" at the Marriot Lakeview.
Nathaniel Heller is the procm chairperson. George
Riser discussed the possibility of speakers incgidine
possibility of Richard Gould at Brown UniversityeHis
currently researching disaster archaeology. The
committee will meet in September.

Sam Brooks has proposed holding a joint Louisiamh a
Mississippi meeting to be held in Greenville,
Mississippi. He is forwarding an email to the origan

in MS. Sam has indicated that he would be the kiyno
speaker.

Secretary: Rachel Watson asked for an explanation of
the duties involved with the position. Duties of th
Secretary include: taking and distributing the nh@suof
the LAS executive meeting, sending out the meeting
agenda for LAS executive meeting, and filing the
incorporation fee.

Treasurer & Membership: Josetta LeBoeuf sent out
post card reminders to the members from 22035 at ¢
cost of $.26 per card. Thirty people respondeth¢o t
reminder with a membership renewal. The returnesd po
cards will help to remove invalid addresses.
Furthermore, she was able to update samenbers
address inft



LAS Executive Comm. Meeting (contini
Account Balance: $ 8,965.32. R. Christopher Good&in Old Business
Associates is printing the newsletter free. Theeeeamo major
expenses this period. LAS is moving to an onlinekivey
system and we will have to change passwords onoegée
Riser becomes President.

There was a discussion of grant sources relatitigeto
proposed archiving of the old LAS annual meetingS/H
tapes. Possible grant sources including the Lauasia
Endowment for the Humanities or a Louisiana
Archaeological Conservancy Grant, which was
suggested by Ann Wehner. The committee agreed that
an LEH Grant would be inappropriate for this projec
and Ann was advised not to pursue it.

Current membership is at 225. The new NW chapterléa
paid members and 37 potential members. Jason Hmeeame
a lifetime member.

Website: The website is averaging 147 hits per day. Junior
Doughty discussed the possibility of moving the sihfrom
our current host in Boca Raton, FL to a new hoSanta
Barbara, CA. The Santa Barbara host will increase o
bandwidth 80 times compared to what it is currentig
would need to transfer everything from FL to CA dinein shu
the FL site down. This will cost $50 less a yedrefe could b . . .
a possible web outage and the change needs tmedlie Chip McGimsey suggested that we see the quality of
fall. work Scott Wehner' can produce before we make a
Chip McGimsey made a motion to approve movemettef decision about putting this out on contract. Jasett
host website to CA. Velicia seconded. Unanimouslysed. seconded. Unanimously passed.

There was also a discussion of how much it woukd co
to contract out the media transfer. Ellen, fronrevjpus
meeting, had an estimate of $3000.00. During this
discussion, Scott Wehner mentioned that he had the
equipment to do this himself.

Bulletin: Chip McGimsey will remain as bulletin editor. New Business
Date for the next Executive meeting was set Novembe

Newsletter: Dennis Jones was unable to attend. 10, 2007 at 12:00 pm.

Chapter Reports Velicia Bergstrom made a motion to adjourn and Chip

Northeast Chapter: Reca Jones reported that the chapter is McGimsey seconded with a unanimous passing.

meeting on the second Sunday of each month. They ha
combined their meeting with a local genealogy group

Central Louisiana Chapter: Velicia Bergstrom had nothing
to report.

Delta Chapter: George Riser reported that Lucretia McBride
would help with the annual meeting.

Baton Rouge Chapter:Meets last Wednesday of every
month.

Southwest Chapter:Scott Wehner reported that there are
currently 16 members. They are planning to haard |
meeting with the southeast Texas group. It wassiggested
that they contact Charlie Bollich.

Northwest Chapter. Jameel Damlouiji reported that this
reactivated chapter has 32 active members and 24t
new members. They meet on the third Wednesdayesf/ev
month in Shreveport. David Jeane has already given
presentation to the group. Further activities idetubead
sorting & cataloguing with Nita Colen LA State Muse, and
excavations and survey at Mound Plantation and the
surrounding are
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2008 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE LOUISIANA ARC HAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY (LAS)

February 8-10, 2008, Metairie, LA at the Marriott Lakeway Hotel. Details can be found on pages 2-5 of this
newsletter and at the LAS web site: www.laarchaeology.org.

2008 MISSISSIPPI ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION (MAA) A NNUAL MEETING

February 22 — 24, Percy Quinn State Park, McComb, Mississippi. Preliminary Schedule of Events:

Friday night reception, Saturday papers and artifact displays, Saturday night dinner, Sunday MAPA workshop
on Woodland projectile points. To submit a paper for presentation at the annual meeting please contact Ed
Jackson at ed.jackson@usm.edu. Any questions may be directed to MAA President Jessica Crawford at
tacsoutheast@cableone.net or 662.326.6465.

2008 EAST TEXAS ARCHEOLOGICAL CONFERENCE

The 2008 East Texas Archeological Conference will be held on Saturday, February 16, 2008 from 8:30AM to
4:00PM at the Robert M. Muntz Library (Room 401) at the University of Texas at Tyler. This is the 15th
meeting of this conference sponsored by the Texas Archeological Society — Region 4, the Friends of
Northeast Texas Archeology, the Deep East Texas Archeological Society and other regional organizations.
The conference brings together avocational and professional archeologists as well as the general public to
discuss recent archeological discoveries and research in East Texas. If you are interested in presenting a
paper or poster, or for more information contact Tom Middlebrook, TMdlbrk@aol.com, cell 936-556-0854.

50™ CADDO CONFERENCE

March 6-8, 2008, Northwestern State University (NSU), Natchitoches, Louisiana. Early registration: $20 non-
students [$25 at the conference] $10 students [$15 at the conference] Make checks payable to: Caddo
Conference-NSU Anthro. Club, Submit registration to: Caddo Conference LRFP Box 3663 NSU
Natchitoches, LA 71497. Check conference website for details at
http://www.nsula.edu/regionalfolklife/2008CaddoConf/2008CaddoConf.html or “google” Caddo conference.

HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE HOSTING LUCY FOSS IL EXHIBIT

Dig those old bones? Lucy, one of the oldest fossils of a hominid, will be on display at the
Houston Museum of Natural Science until April 20, 2008. "Lucy's Legacy: The Hidden
Treasures of Ethiopia” will include more than 100 artifacts from museums and private
collections from the African nation considered to be the cradle of humankind. Among them:
tools, baskets, vessels, and illuminated manuscripts from early Islam and Christianity used in
the 1st millennium and earlier. But the exhibit's showcase piece is Lucy, the 3.2-million-year-
old skeleton of a woman discovered in Ethiopia in the 1970s. Tickets are $12 to $20. Info:

(713) 639-4629, www.hmns.org.
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