MINUTES
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LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
November 5, 2005
Amite, Louisiana 

Reported by
Maureen Downey

 
The Executive Committee of the Louisiana Archaeological Society met Saturday, November 5, 2005 at the home of Maureen Downey in Amite, Louisiana.  President John Polk called the meeting to order at 11:02 a.m. 

Members present were

 



John Polk -- LAS President

Ellen Ibert – LAS Vice President/President-Elect

Maureen Downey -- LAS Secretary

 



Josetta LeBoeuf -- LAS Treasurer
 



Chip McGimsey -- LAS Bulletin Editor
 



Rogers Serpas – LAS Representative at Large

Margarette G. Cheramie – CLAC Representative





Lena Polk – Delta Chapter Representative





Nancy Affeltranger -- CLAC President

Minutes:  The minutes of the August 6, 2005 meeting held at the Grand Ecore Visitors Center, Natchitoches, LA were amended to show the correct spelling of Merryville.  Ellen Ibert made a motion to accept the amended minutes.  Chip McGimsey seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously.


REPORTS

President:  President John Polk welcomed everyone.  He then reported on his recent conversation with Ms. Patrice Junius, Outreach Coordinator for the U.S. Department of the Interior, in which she said she was still enthusiastic regarding the grant to cover memberships for area high schools.  However, John said that he was considering requesting that the grant cover a regular membership for a designated person from each school instead of an institutional membership for the school.  He expressed his belief that information might be disseminated more efficiently in that manner.  The committee suggested that he discuss this with Ms. Junius and follow her preference in the matter.  He also said that he had recently spoken with Rebecca Saunders of the LSU Museum of Science.  She said that the LAS archives could perhaps be stored at the museum.  Materials that need to be archived were discussed.  Ellen Ibert stated that all material should be placed in archival-quality containers.  A volunteer to serve as LAS archivist is needed.

Vice President:  Ellen Ibert reported on her research on non profit status for LAS Chapters and the relationship between the LAS and the chapters.  She distributed Federal Publication No. 557, Tax Exempt Status for Your Organization, and explained the procedures involved in applying for tax exempt status for subordinate organizations by a central organization.  Discussion was held but any decision on the matter was deferred until Treasurer Josetta LeBoeuf could review the information and report back to the committee.  Ellen suggested that all chapters be requested to send a status report to the committee and that information, together with relevant information from LAS By-Laws, be used to formulate procedures for development of new chapters. 

Treasurer:  Josetta LeBoeuf gave the Treasurer’s Report.  and $300.00 advance to the Northeast Chapter for the Annual Meeting.  Eight dollars in publication  purchases were received.  Three hundred dollars was advanced to the  Northeast Chapter for the Annual Meeting.  The CD account contains $8,848.38. 

Membership:  Josetta LeBoeuf reported that she was receiving institutional membership renewals for 2006, but had received few regular renewals.  She stated that although the LAS should continue to attempt to attract new members, it should also work to retain old members and encourage them to renew their memberships.  Ellen Ibert made a motion to send membership renewal reminders and to include Annual Meeting information with the reminders.  Rogers Serpas seconded the meeting.  The motion passed.


Bulletin Report:  Chip McGimsey reported concerns regarding an article submitted for publication in the Bulletin.  After discussion, it was decided that Chip would research the matter further and report back to the Committee at the next meeting.  Chip stated that he had sufficient material for the next two Bulletins, but that the review process had been interrupted by the recent hurricanes.  Suggestions for material to be included in future Bulletins were given.  Chip said that he would like to see more submissions by avocational members.  Methods to encourage submissions by non professionals were discussed.  

Newsletter Report:  Cherie Schwab sent the Newsletter Report in which she stated that the Newsletter did not go out as planned largely because of problems associated with the recent hurricanes.  Because of damage to her computer, she also requested that submissions to the Newsletter be resent to her.  Cherie also commented that receipt of the Newsletter by some members could be delayed because mail delivery to their areas may not be resumed yet.  Ellen Ibert made a motion to establish deadlines for mailing newsletters, the dates for mailing to be no later than April 30, August 30 and December 10, the December 10th date commencing in 2006. Rogers Serpas seconded the motion.  The motion passed.

Web Site:  Josetta LeBoeuf said that the minor problems with Paypal were being handled effectively by Junior Doughty.  However, material on the site, including Annual Meeting information, needs to be updated and these updates should be sent to Junior as soon as possible.  


CHAPTER REPORTS

Central Louisiana Archaeology Chapter:  Margarette Cheramie described the excellent programs that the Chapter has had recently, including speakers on the Civil War. 

Baton Rouge Chapter:  Josetta LeBoeuf reported for Baton Rouge Chapter.  She stated that Stephanie Perrault was recently named program chairperson for the Baton Rouge Chapter. 

West Louisiana Archaeology Club:  Ellen Ibert said that the WLAC now meets the third Thursday of every month at 6:30 p.m.  She added that unfortunately the series of speakers planned for Archaeology Week at Fort Polk had to be cancelled.  

Delta Chapter:  Lena Polk announced that the next meeting of the Delta Chapter would be held at the Westbank Library in St. Charles Parish.  


New Chapter in Lafayette:  Work is still being done on organizing the new Lafayette Chapter.  Hopefully progress will be able to be reported at the next meeting.


ONGOING/UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2006 Annual Meeting:  Josetta LeBoeuf said that plans were to have local mounds tours on the Friday of the 2006 Annual Meeting.  Announcement of the tours is to be placed in the Newsletter.  Advance registration for the tours will be requested so that transportation decisions can be made.  The meeting is February 24, 2006 – February 26, 2006 in Monroe, LA.  

LAS Field School:  Plans for the LAS Field School have been postponed indefinitely because of the hurricane.  The site is now being used for housing of employees of Cytec. 

Saucier Award:  A call for nominations for the award is to be placed in the next newsletter.  The committee appointed at the last Committee meeting will review any nominations received. 

Archaeology Week:  Josetta LeBoeuf said that about half of the events had to be cancelled or postponed, but that those that were held had a good response.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Funding for Radiometric Analysis:  A request by Timothy Schilling for funding of radiometric analysis of materials from the Mott site was received by the Executive Committee.  Chip McGimsey motioned that because of budget considerations, the request not be approved at this time and that the Committee reconsiders the request at its May, 2006 meeting.  Nancy Affeltranger seconded the motion.  The motion passed.  Ellen Ibert suggested that guidelines governing grants be formed.  

Election of Vice President/President Elect:  A new vice president/president-elect will be elected at the 2006 Annual Meeting.  A call for nominations will be placed in the Newsletter.  Nominations may be sent to president@laarchaeology.org, secretary@laarchaeology.org, or treasurer@laarchaeology.org, or to any member of the Executive Committee.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next Executive Committee meeting will be Friday, February 24, 2006 in Monroe, LA.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Chip McGimsey and seconded by Ellen Ibert to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously and President John Polk adjourned the meeting at 12:50 p.m.


