MINUTES
OF THE
LOUISIANA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING
August 6, 2005
Grand Ecore Visitors Center, Natchitoches, Louisiana 

Reported by
Maureen Downey

 
The Executive Committee of the Louisiana Archaeological Society met Saturday, August 6, 2005 at the Bennett Johnston Waterway Project Visitor Center at Grand Ecore near Natchitoches, Louisiana.  President John Polk called the meeting to order at 10:15 a.m. 

Members present were

 



John Polk -- LAS President

Ellen Ibert – LAS Vice President/President-Elect

Joe Saunders – LAS Past President
 
Maureen Downey -- LAS Secretary

 



Josetta LeBoeuf -- LAS Treasurer
 



Chip McGimsey -- LAS Bulletin Editor
 



Cherie Schwab -- LAS Newsletter Editor





Junior Doughty – Web Editor





John Guy – LAS Representative at Large 

                                                    Rogers Serpas – LAS Representative at Large

Margarette G. Cheramie – CLAC Representative





Lena Polk – Delta Chapter Representative





Reca Jones – Northeast Chapter Representative

Minutes:  Reca Jones made a motion to accept the minutes of the May 7, 2005 meeting of the LAS Executive Committee held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Chip McGimsey seconded the motion.  The motion was passed unanimously.


REPORTS

President:  President John Polk welcomed everyone.  He then reported on results of his efforts to enlist libraries as institutional members.  So far five libraries have become new institutional members of the LAS.  He also stated that he had recently received correspondence from Ms. Patrice Junius, Outreach Coordinator for the U.S. Department of the Interior, in which she said she plans to follow-up on his request regarding a grant to cover memberships for area high schools by presenting it at the Department’s next budget meeting.  He next gave the Committee a report on the field school.  The Committee approved the field school proposal.  John will present the proposal along with a request for a grant for funding to Cytec, St. Charles Parish.
Vice President:  Ellen Ibert said that the West Louisiana Archaeology Club was attempting to secure non profit status.  She asked for clarification of the relationship between the LAS and chapters of LAS.  After discussion, John Polk asked if she would explore the matter further and report to the Committee at the next meeting.  Ellen also requested that the LAS form a grant writing committee since she feels that the Society could be eligible for grants.  Ellen explained some of the requirements and then suggested that an announcement be placed in the Newsletter asking for a volunteer to serve as grant writer for the Society.
Treasurer:  Josetta LeBoeuf gave the Treasurer’s Report.  The LAS checking account balance is $7,993.33.  She remarked that Bulletin expenses and bulk mailing fees were two of the main expenses for this past period.
Membership:  Josetta LeBoeuf said the LAS had recently received two new out-of-state memberships, both from students.  She suggested the LAS be more aggressive in recruiting students as members of the Society and requested that the Committee address her proposal.


Bulletin Report:  Chip McGimsey asked Cherie Schwab to report on the mailing of Bulletin No. 26, 1999.  Members should be receiving their copies shortly.  Cherie said that there have been many problems with the present printing company and that she was investigating new ones.  Chip requested submissions for the next Bulletins.   


Newsletter Report:  Cherie Schwab said that the next Newsletter should be published early in September.  The deadline for submissions is the last weekend in August. 
Web Site:  Junior Doughty reported that the web site was receiving an average of 72 hits a day.  

CHAPTER REPORTS

Delta Chapter:  Lena Polk was recently appointed Delta Chapter Representative.  She reported on the latest Delta Chapter meeting.  Plans are to change the meeting location.  


Central Louisiana Archaeology Chapter:  Margarette Cheramie reported on the CLAC’s latest activities and described some of the excellent speakers that the Chapter has had recently.  As usual, CLAC is planning many exciting events for Archaeology Week.
Baton Rouge Chapter:  Josetta LeBoeuf reported for Baton Rouge Chapter.  She stated that she has resigned as program chairperson for the Baton Rouge Chapter effective the end of this year.  The Baton Rouge Chapter continues to have interesting monthly meetings and Josetta invited everyone to attend. 
West Louisiana Archaeology Club:  John Guy reported that with the help of boy scouts, the WLAC has successfully completed work on the site in Merryville.  Effective September of this year, the club’s meeting time will be changed from the second Thursday of the month at 6:00 p.m. to the third Thursday at 6:30 p.m.  The club is gearing up for Archaeology week with plans for an informative series of speakers at Fort Polk. 

Northeast Chapter:   Reca Jones outlined plans for the upcoming 2006 Annual Meeting to be held in Monroe.  It is going to be a good one! 
New Chapter in Lafayette:  Much work is being done on organizing the new Lafayette Chapter.  A report on progress will be made at the next meeting.


ONGOING/UNFINISHED BUSINESS

2006 Annual Meeting:  Joe Saunders and Reca Jones reported on the 2006 Annual Meeting.  They have made much progress on arrangements for the meeting.  George Miller from Penn State is to be the guest speaker.  They plan to invite societies from neighboring states to attend the meeting.  Information on the meeting will be included in the next newsletter.  
Purchase of Digital Camcorder:  Ellen Ibert gave the report on camcorders. The Executive Committee discussed her findings and decided to postpone purchasing a camcorder until next year.  
NEW BUSINESS
Saucier Award:  Discussion was opened on the Saucier Award.  A call for nominations for the award is to be placed in the next newsletter.  John Polk appointed a committee consisting of Chip McGimsey, Josetta LeBoeuf, and Junior Doughty to review the nominations. 
Archaeology Week Contribution:  Josetta LeBoeuf requested that the LAS make the same contribution to Archaeology Week as they have in the past.  But she asked the contribution be made specifically to reimburse travel expenses for Archaeology Week speakers.  Ellen Ibert made a motion, seconded by Junior Doughty, that the LAS contribute $200 to Archaeology Week to reimburse speaker travel expenses.  Reca Jones amended the motion to state that the LAS contribute $250.00 to Archaeology Week for speaker travel expense.  The amended motion was seconded by John Guy and was passed unanimously.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Josetta LeBoeuf announced that Archaeology Week would be October 2-8, 2005.
The next Executive Committee meeting will be November 5 in Amite, Louisiana.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Junior Doughty and seconded by Ellen Ibert to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed unanimously and President John Polk adjourned the meeting at 12:05 p.m.


